
 
GREEK ROOTS 

 
 
Part 1 
 
1. ist – one that 

performs a 
specific action 

2. ic – pertaining 
to 

3. ous – having 
the qualities of 

4. ism – practice 
or doctrine of 

5. anthrop – 
man; mankind 

6. phil – love 
7. biblio – book 
8. phon – sound 
9. graph; gram – 

record 
10. caco – bad 
11. micro – small 
12. macro – large 
13. log – study 
14. tele – far; 

distant 
15. gam – 

marriage 
16. dem – people 
17. gyn; gynaec – 

women 
18. theo – god 
19. poly – many 
20. pan; panto – 

all 
21. olig – few 
22. arch; archy – 

rule; govern 
23. miso – hate 
24. -cracy; -crat – 

rule; 
government 

 

Part 2 
 
1. Homo – same 
2. Hetero – unlike 
3. Geo – earth 
4. Cephal – head 
5. Bio – life 
6. Derm – skin 
7. Osteo – bone 
8. Path – feeling; 

disease 
9. Pod – foot 
10. Neo – new 
11. Psych – mind 
12. Paleo – ancient 
13. Ethn – nation 
14. -oid – 

resemblance 
15. auto – self 
16. ichthy – fish 
17. entom – insect 
18. phag – eat 
19. dendr; dender 

–tree 
20. phyll – leaf 
 

Part 3 
 
1. Ornith – bird 
2. Morph – 

shape; form 
3. Ortho – 

correct; straight 
4. Holo – whole 
5. Hydr – water 
6. Pyr – fire 
7. Caust; caut – 

burn 
8. Pseudo –false 
9. Necro – dead 
10. Onoma; onym 

– name 
11. Etym – word 
12. Cosm – world 
13. Polit; polis – 

city 
14. Lith; lite –stone 
15. Glyph; glypt – 

carving 
16. Astr; aster – 

star 
17. Pachy – thick 
18. Icon – image; 

idol 
19. Chrom; 

chromat – color 
20. Peter; petr – 

rock 
 

Part 4 
 
1. Gloss; glott; 

glot – language 
2. Gno; gnow – 

know 
3. Archae; archa 

– ancient 
4. Hier – sacred 
5. Rrhe; rrh – flow 
6. Pro – before 
7. Dia – through; 

across 
8. Epi; ep – upon 
9. a-; an- - 

without 
10. anti; ant – 

against 
11. syn; syl; sym; - 

with; together 
12. -clast – destroy 
13. -latry – worship 
14. -mania – 

excessive 
madness for 

15. phobia – 
morbid fear of 

16. tauto – same 
17. hyper – 

excessive; over 
18. kine; kino; 

cinema; 
cinemate – 
movement 

19. crypt – conceal 
20. therm - heat 
 



Part 5 
 
1. dactyl – finger, 

toe 
2. chir – hand 
3. heli – sun 
4. mono – one 
5. chron – time 
6. eu – good 
7. dox – opinion 
8. andro – male, 

masculine 
9. taph – tomb 
10. proto – first 
11. metr, meter – 

measure 
12. iso – equal 
13. hemi – half  
14. tom – cut 
15. -machy, -

machia – war 
16. naus, nau – 

ship 
17. zo, zoo – 

animal 
18. meso, mes – 

middle 
19. bar – weight, 

pressure 
20. tox – poison 
 

Part 6  
 
1. saur – lizard 
2. xeno – foreign 
3. xero – dry 
4. hypo – under 
5. acro – highest 
6. aristo – best 
7. batho – depth 
8. cardi – heart 
9. hagio – sacred 
10. oo – egg 
11. peri – around 
12. mancy – 

prophecy 
13. dyn, dynam – 

power 
14. therap – cure 
15. maga, megalo 

– large 
16. thanat, thanas 

– death 
17. chloro – light 

green 
18. ether – upper 

air 
19. gluc, gluk – 

sweet 
20. nom – law 
 

Part 7  (Latin) 
 
1. uni – one 
2. bi, bin, bis – 

two 
3. tri – three 
4. quadr, quart – 

four 
5. quinqu, quin – 

five 
6. oct, octo – 

eight 
7. omni – all 
8. pauci – few 
9. vir – man 
10. carn – flesh 
11. pulchr – 

beautiful 
12. noct, nor – 

night 
13. aqua – water 
14. fratr, frater – 

brother 
15. soro – sister 
16. part, pater – 

father 
17. mater – mother 
18. cid, cis – kill 
19. sui – self 
20. avi – bird 
21. gen – kind, 

race 
22. gon – angle 
 

Part 8 (Latin) 
 
1. stell – star 
2. terr- earth 
3. fel – cat 
4. rod, ros – gnaw 
5. sub – under, 

below 
6. mar, marin – 

sea 
7. ocul – eye 
8. digit – finger, 

toe 
9. hort – garden 
10. bov – cattle 
11. equ – horse 
12. sanguin, 

sangui – blood 
13. pisc – fish 
14. arbor – tree 
15. lun – moon 
16. sol, sola – sun 
17. dorm – sleep 
18. mort – death 
19. carcer – prison 
20. sen – old 
21. astr – star 
22. nau,naus - ship 
 
 


