The Coyote Film Festival:

From Print to the Big Screen

Introduction: As the director of your first major motion picture, you now have to make important decisions. The job of a director takes a lot of thought because you can’t include everything, so now it is up to you to decide what stays and what goes. Take into consideration what type of movie you want to produce, such as Science Fiction, Comedy, Crime, Musical, Horror, Fantasy, or Action/Adventure and how theme, setting, plot, and cast will affect your overall goal. Do you want to have a very literal interpretation of your novel or do you want to venture out and mix it up for your viewing audience? Keep in mind, that your ultimate goal is to sell tickets and live the life of a millionaire. This is your one and only chance to make it in Hollywood, so make it a good one.
Phase 1: Bring your favorite novel to class. Each student will give a brief synopsis of his/her novel (keep in mind that you do not want to give away the ending). While listening, other students will keep track of the books they are most interested in reading. Finally, students will battle it out to get the book they really want to read. (A book swap).

· Book Restrictions:

· No books from the young adult section of the library or bookstore.

· No Harry Potter books or Twilight books allowed.

· No books that you read in previous grades (that includes middle and elementary school).

· If you have questions, ask Miss Ross

Phase 2: Read the book. When you are finished reading the book, complete a six-panel storyboard to begin the process of creating your movie. 

· Storyboard: The storyboard should include an opening scene, a closing scene, and four middle scenes. Remember to pay attention to rising action, the climax, and the falling action. The pictures will be detailed drawings representing the action of the scene. Below the scene include a short written explanation of the scene. You may want to think about why you included a particular scene and how it adds to the overall story. 

Phase 3: Write a paper that outlines your movie in detail. The paper should be 3-5 pages. (See paper specifications below).


Paper: The paper should answer the following questions:

1. Who is the cast and which actors did you choose to play the roles? Example: Mr. Smith…..Brad Pitt.

2. What is the theme?

3. What is the setting (place, time period, etc.)?

4. Who are the dynamic and static characters? What are their roles in the movie and how do they relate to the theme?

5. Describe the opening scene.

6. Describe the closing scene.

7. Write a short paragraph explaining your decisions to include or exclude scenes from the novel.

Phase 4: Finally, students have the option to…

A. Create a short video of one scene, approximately 3 min. in length. This project must include a short (2-3 page) explanation of the similarities and differences between the film and the novel and why changes were made, if any.

B. Write a script for one scene, approximately 5 pages. This project must include a short (2-3 page) explanation of the similarities and differences between the film and the novel and why changes were made, if any.

C. Create a 3-D model of one scene or the location. This project must include a short (2-3 page) explanation of the scene or location and how it is similar and different than the novel and why changes were made, if any.

D. Create a movie soundtrack. This project must include a description of the scenes for which songs are used and why each song was chosen. One may also want to think about what mood is being created for the audience.

	
	A-Day
	B-Day

	Phase 1: Book Swap
	February 8th
	February 9th

	Phase 2: Storyboard
	March 11th 
	March 12th 

	Phase 3: Paper
	April 15th 
	April 16th 

	Phase 4: Project
	May 13th 
	May 14th 


Papers:

All written material should be:

· Typed

· Double-spaced

· 12-point Times New Roman font
